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& Bouta ſcanen yeares ſince, 
5% I 1ohn Bilbroughthe ſon of 
D (2 Richard Bilbrough, Citizen 
PE SH> and Marchant Taylor of 
SJ London toke my aduenture 
SS to the {cas, where in ſhort 
ſpace afterwards I was be- 
trayed into the enemies 
handsby the treacherie of arenegat Engliſh, not 
worthy the name of my Countreymanz which 
villanie of hisextended not to mecalone , butto 
ſeaucother of my companions, amongſt whom, 
my (clfeand a Skot,remaining aliue, were cartt- 


ed captiucsto the towne of New-hauen in Nor- 
AZ mandie: 


—— 


2 

meandic; wherebcing condemned into the Gal- 
leyes inthe moneth ot September, 1 5 $4. and 
there hauing remained the ſpace of ſixe yeares, 
enduring exceeding miſcric , as hunger, colde, 
ſtripes,with many violent torments; bcrett of all 
hopetor cucrto behoid my parents, friends, or 
natiue countrey againe; .by reaſon that hauing 
foure times in my captiuitic attempted the brea- 
king of my chaines,I was foure times croſt with 
contratic fortune, my purpole difcoucred, and 
being taken, my ſorrowtull wretchednes aggra« 
uatcd. 

Thus increafiog cares with dayes, cuery daye 
being ſharper than the ſhaipeſt ſting ot death; ir 
chanced that Duke Mercurie the gouernour of 
Nauntsin Britaine cauſed the Galley Royall of 
that Cntic to be rigged and victualled to the ſeas, 
with commiſsion to take all thoſe thatheld with 
the League,aſwell Engliſh, Scots, Flemmings as 
their owne nation on the Kings part. Thus floa- 
ting on the (eas,and rowing on the {cas,now he-. 
ther,now thether,cxpecting ſome prize worthy 
the attempting, it chaunced that the firſt daye of 
Odttober 1 5 9 ©. beivg at anker in the Ifle of //e 
attending ſome ſhips paſsing either from [Rochel, 
Burwaze,or Burdeaux,we dilcoucred carly'inthe 
morning agreat hulke of Flanders, which tooke 
her courſe tor the Bay of Bornefe, on the coalt of 
. Poytours, not far from the river of Naunts,wher- 
ypon rowing to the windward of the {aid hulk, 

we 


| 3 
wee did beare after her + againſt whome'6ur 
Gunner made diucrs ſhootes, bur could neucr 
hit her. = 

Then I aſhamed at the vymowardnes' of the 
ſaide Gunner, faide'openlie, hee was ynwor- 
thie of his office , and that T durſt lay my life 
to hit her the firſt ſhor, which the Captaine 
hearing , demaunded if I would vndertake to 
ſhoote at her, I anſwered him, thatalbeit I was 
a ſtranger , and had long continued in miſcra- 
ble captivitie, yet if hee would accept of my 
ſcruice, I would performe rhe beſt thar in mee 
lay. The Captaine vpon my anſrver; comman- 
ded my chaines to beetaken off, promiſing if I 
did hit her, to give mee my libertie. | 

Being in hope of freedome from this wret- 
ched ſeruicude , I rooke the Gonners charge in 
hand, and did my cndeuour. fo well (through 
Gods aſsiſtance) that of eleuen ſhots , which I 
did make ather, I hit her with nine, but the 
hulke by the greatnes of the winde, cſcaped 
from out our danger. 

The next daythe Captaine called mee vnto 
him, ſaying, if I would willinglic ſerue as a 
Gunner, for the ſpace of one whole yeare in 
the Galley, I ſhoulde, vpon his credit, have li- 
bertic : which (ſeeing no remedic) I condif- 
cended ynto. | 


Being thus atlibertic, I was by the Caprtaine 
viged 


i 
| 


— 
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yrged oftento goe to Maſſe, of whome I re: 
queltcd pradon ; proteſting that 1f I might bee 
perſwaded by ſufficient reaſon,and proote trom 
the Word of GOD, that the Romiſh religt- 
on werethe truedodqrine of Chriſt, I would 
gladlc cmbraceit : inthe meanerime {ſeeing T 
was yet vttcrlic of another opinion) I beſought 
him to haue paticnce,forthat a ſettled Religion, 
could not ſo {lightlic bee remoued ; which hee 
in hope of my conuerſion ( as hee termediit) in 
the ende granted. | 

Withinthree dayes after, wee met three En- 
pliſh ſhips ro the ſea-boord of Bel-ylc, hauing in 
our companie a Man of Warre, ſo wee bare 
both of vs after theſe three ſhips, where I was 
commanded to make a ſhot,bur perceining, that 
I wentynwillinglic to worke, they cameabour 
mee. with their ſv-ords drawne, threatning if 
I would not ſhootethey would kill mepreſcat- 
lic; ſo I ſhotatthem, bur ncuer hitthem, and the 


.Englilh ſhips diſcharged ſo couragioullic at vs, 


that they compelled ys to recoyle. 

After thatcime, abhotring to bee made the 
butcher of my natiue countreymen, I atterapted 
all poſſible meanes of eſcape, cither tothe 


K:ngs fide, or into England, bur feating to bee ta- 
ken, Idiſconered my intentto a Capriue,being 


before his thraldome a Captaine , called Ze 
pine, dcliring him to lend mee his boy for' my 
g, _ _ condutt 


he 
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condu&tiothe Caſtle of Bhn, ſcancnleagues = 
dittant from Naunts : but Le Pyne anſwered, 
that his facher would ſhortlic bring his-ran- 
ſomec,and rhenpromiſed to commymee with 
him: mr rey 8 (faith het) if youſkould of 
cape by the conduftion of my boy, my mize 
ricſhould be encreaſed,and my ranſome dou- 
bled; with whole perſwaſions, tor that time 
fariffied, I wauted firter opportunitic. - 
. Within foure dayesafter, there arriued 
atthe _ of Naunts two & thirtic ſhips,and 
fourc Gallyaſſes, which brought three thou- 
fandand = hundred Spanyards vnto 'the 
Dukeof Mercurie; amongſt whome manic 
{being fick)were ſent ypto Nawnts to berdie- 
ued, wealfothinking'to have wimered there 
with che. Gallcy.: bat there came prcſcntlie 
cominindcment ſkeeſhowld be: rigged.cocar- 
ric munition and:monecy: £o the armie.. 50 
ing from Nurs , we cametothe har- 

bor of Morbien, thinking'to hauc foundethe 
armic, but wee yndertaod rhe whole flecte 
wirtc retuinex toSpaine , fourc Fly-hvarcs, 
andtwo. Gallyafles ontlic | IJ which 
were gone: to Blever ,; to: take £ Veep, 
Hendon. I a2megti todo bath 
L |.» Odr Capralochenringrhoſ arwis, NCA. 

ny making allche'me- 
| nl, and-oryo/ _— .Spanath fouldicrs 
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with him,whom he condufted totherowne 
of Vamez. VV hen they were departed, the 
Lieutenant being left ro keepe the Galley, 
with nomorethan 'ſcauen and tweatie z: ot 
thittie ſouldiers , Icame-ynto the. captiued 
Capraine Ze Pyne, .andafſured him,ithe could 
finde meanes to breake or widen his mana» 
cles z there was now. great likely-hoode of 
his eſcapeawichthexeſt oftheſlanes, . Z& P;ue 
hearing my words,asktcounſell ofa ſouldicr 
intheGallecy,whoattcQed himdcarely, and 
foo his (ake willingly .confented to out enter» 
priſo;appointing, urhis: watch topiit-tallow 
amachotouch-holesof all the Calyuers, and 
aftcrprime them; and -I in my watch ſhould 
widen Ze Pynes manacles,which accordingly 
I did, purpoſing that wedacſday morning, 
being,, the: ſcauchthof:Naucmber laſt ,20 
2r"ars prereacein cxecution; but the wind 

contraric, wee refertedat, tillthe-next 
night which ſorced(through Gods ſuite: 


pw //— — 4 1d 53H 
:Vpon thurk / coneitg; ar chreo ofthe 


lotk;Laraſeand calicd my. ochere) cormpand- 
re Forde yr urn hauing 
counſelled of the raatter, I cameto a Martt- 
nctw hich was itrtheivatch, ſaying, :Lcould 
e, bei nwithan dhtte- 


Iwould warslitor hiaxtul 
w day, 


—— a - 
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-to-whith he'gladly conſemeed;,the Pro. 
Rl did-che like by the ſouldicr. which, 
watched in;the poope [fo ſtaying till weer 
thought cucty. han was aſleepe,l-came.ynto- 
ning there was but one rapierforys, 1tained 
my clteto be veriefick,and cametoa cham- 
ber inthe middeſt ofthe Galley,and demaun- 
dedalittle Aqua Vine; from whence I ſecret? 
ly conucyed the Carpenters axe, and, hid it.in 
the poope,and comming to Le Pyne (aid,now 
diſpatch come away or never, hee followed 
refendy,and I going before, blevy out allthe 
umpes in tho Galley, that nope-might, pery 
cciue him pace: {o compirigioa Scailbman, 
who was appoynted-to'adyertize the. other 
flanes bis companions, they;ſhould ſuftet.no 
ſouldicrs thac were itrthe:prowe.to palle. in- 
co:the poope.Buraswepalled uo: the poope, 
Zepivenot being perfect us the way, fumbled 
at an Italian called Nicolau,-who: ſodainely 
waking, demaundeit who 'was:there # Is 3 
your friend. ſaid T. Arid beiog further 'que- 
ſtioned, whether I did: watch; I an{wered 
yea, and that I 'came to1ce it it were faire 
weather. So comming into the poope, Ze 
Pynecooke the rapicr,and I the axe, the Pro- 
uanſall bauipg nothing;,;and {@ I ſtepr-yaro 
the Licutcoantand killed him;Nicelas the ]- 
© "1, 3 5 $044 _ 


. 
ralian awaking, and ſceing how I ſtroke at, 
His fellowes,caught me in his armes; (ayi 
Englifh traytor yeeld,or thou ſhalt dye, I = 
led Ze P>rero-help;who thruſt at him: which 
heſccing,leftme,thinking to haue caught Le 
Pyre;but I followed him fo hard, that at ewo- 
blowes wee feld himouer bord. Then wee 
ſet ypon the reſt, and flew thinteene of themz. 
ſome leprt-into the water, and fourc or fine 
gerring into a'boate, called aboord a ſhip 
which was at an ancker before vs, ſaying, 
ſhoote,ſhoote,the ſlaucs rebell againſt ys. 

Bur I percceining theirpurpolſc,and fearing 
that the ſhip would haueſhot ar vs, I got the 
yrons wherewith- they binde.and vnbindo 
the pooreflaues; and gaue them to the Skor, 
faying; vnlooſethy ſclfe, and light mee rwo 
Lyme-ſtocks and bring thera forward; ſo mas 
king the {hues haile forwarg the great cans 
non,and prittiing the reſt of the pecces, I hal- 
lidto the ſhip, 'and ſwore, if they in any wiſe | 
attempted to hinder our libertic, I would pre» 
fentlic finke her, and with that ſhewed thema 
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rowe out of the hauen, and being at ſea yn» 
looſed themall: and that night by the help of 
God came to Bel-Ile, where haning but 24. 
loaues of bread, and ſmall ſtore of other vit- 
ades; being 153. ſlaves beſides the Prouan-, 
fall, LePyor, andmy ſelfe , wee paſſed the 
time as well as wee could. Thenextmor- 
ning wee ſet ſayle,and on Sunday the xi. of 
Nouember brought her into the towne of 
Rochel: where ſhee dooth remaine- for the 
Kings vſe. | 
Captaine Le Pyne, being at Rochel , was 
perſwaded ro goe to the King tor # recom-: 
pence, and in going was taken bythe Lea-- 
guers of Poyters,and my (clfcbcing ſorqhurr. 
returnedro Rochel, and afterwards came in- 
to England, hauing the Maiorand goucrnors 
handsto theirgreat Seale, V1) hen) 
... Thosdid I, bythe help of Godseſcape the 
Spaniſh ſlaueric, the very Frenchmen them- 
ſclues bearipg no rule where the Spaniard is 
iopreſence : they vicchemas Dogpes , the 
FOG of the galley hauc beene Italians, 
and other officers Spaniards,the moſt of their 
galley-ſlaues hauc beene Frenchmen, Flem- 
mings, Scots, and Engliſh . Thus wiſhing 
ynto my countri-men,to be watncd by othes 


mens harmes, I cnd. 
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